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SUBJECT: SIX BILLS PASSED BY JOINT SITTING OF PARLIAMENT 
REF: CANBERRA 5092 

1. JOINT SITTING OF AUSTRALIAN PARLIAMENT HELD AUG 6 
AND 7, AT WHICH ALL SIX BILLS WHICH WERE SUBJECT OF 
DOUBLE DISSOLUTION IN APRIL WERE PASSED. THREE ELEC- 
TORAL BILLS WERE PASSED ON AUG 6 AND SIGNED AND PROMUL- 
GATED BY GOVERNOR GENERAL ON AUG 7. TWO HEALTH BILLS 
AND PETROLEUM AND MINERALS AUTHORITY BILL PASSED ON 
AUG 7 AND WILL PROBABLY BE SIGNED AND PROMULGATED AUG 8. 

2. THIS COMPLETES PARLIAMENTARY PHASE OF CONSIDERATION 
OF THESE SIX BILLS, WHICH HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN REJECTED 
THREE TIMES BY SENATE. HOWEVER, THERE IS EVERY PROS- 
PECT THAT SOME OR ALL OF THESE BILLS WILL BE CHALLENGED 
IN HIGH COURT IN NEAR FUTURE, AND IT IS UNCERTAIN WHAT 
EFFECT THEY WILL HAVE IN THEIR RESPECTIVE FIELDS. 

OPPOSITION HAS ALSO THREATENED TO BLOCK ENABLING LEGIS- 
LATION WHICH WILL BE REQUIRED FOR MOST OF THESE BILLS. 

3. VOTING, FOR MOST PART, WAS ON PARTY LINES. LABOR 

HAS 95 MEMBERS OF HOUSE AND SENATE, WHILE LIBERAL-COUNTRY 
OPPOSITION HAS BASIC 90 MEMBERS, AND THERE ARE TWO INDE- 
PENDENT SENATORS. HOWEVER, ON THREE ELECTORAL BILLS 
SENATOR STEELE HALL (LIBERAL MOVEMENT, SOUTH AUSTRALIA) 
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TOWNLEY (INDEPENDENT, TASMANIA) VOTED WITH OPPOSITION. 

ON BILL TO PROVIDE SENATE REPRESENTATION (TWO SEATS 
EACH) FOR NORTHERN TERRITORY AND AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL 
TERRITORY. SAM CALDER (MHR, COUNTRY PARTY, NORTHERN 
TERRITORY) VOTED WITH LABOR PARTY. ON TWO HEALTH BILLS 
SENATORS HALL AND TOWNLEY VOTED WITH OPPOSITION, WHOSE 
RANKS GENERALLY HELD FIRM. ON PETROLEUM AND MINERALS 
AUTHORITY BILL TWO INDEPENDENT SENATORS ALSO VOTED WITH 
OPPOSITION, BUT FORMER LIBERAL PRIME MINISTER GORTON 
(LONG KNOWN TO FAVOR THIS BILL) WAS NOT PRESENT IN CHAMBER 
AND SO DID NOT VOTE. 

4. COMMENT: SINCE THESE SIX BILLS HAD BEEN BEFORE 
PARLIAMENT THREE TIMES, NO NEW ARGUMENTS PRESENTED IN 
DEBATE. HOWEVER, ALL CONCERNED REMARKED ON NOVELTY AND 
SOLEMNITY OF OCCASION, AND DEBATE WAS SURPRISINGLY ANI- 
MATED AND. AT TIMES, EMOTIONAL. SOME OPPOSITION SPEAKERS 
NOTED UNREALITY OF JOINT SITTING WHEN GOA SHOULD BE FOCUSSING 
UPON ECONOMIC CRISIS. THEY NOTED CURRENT RASH OF STRIKES 
AND POSSIBILITY THAT SOME MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT WILL NOT 
BE ABLE TO RETURN HOME AUG 8 DUE TO CURRENT TRANSPORT AND 
PETROLEUM STRIKE. 
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